A CAVALIER.                               55

burn, coming at that very moment into the tent; the
colonel hearing something of the question, but
knowing nothing of the reason of it, any more than
as I seemed a little to concern myself at it; yet
after the ceremony due to his character was over,
would needs know what I had done to hinder his
majesty's service. So much truly, says the captain,
that if his majesty knew it, he would think himself
very little beholden to him. I am sorry, sir, said
I, that I should offend in anything, who am but a
stranger; but if you would please to inform me, I
would endeavour to alter anything in my behaviour
that is prejudicial to any one, much less to his
majesty's service. I shall take you at your word, sir,
says the captain; the king of Sweden, sir, has a par-
ticular request to you. I should be glad to know
two ,things, sir, said I; first, how that can be pos-
sible, since I am not yet known to any man in the
army, much less to his majesty? and secondly,
what the request can be? Why, sir, his majesty
desires you would not hinder this gentleman from
entering into his service, who it seems desires no-
thing more, if he may have your consent to it. I
have too much honour for his majesty, returned I,
to deny anything which he pleases to command me;
but methinks it is some hardship, you should make
that the king's order, which it is very probable he
knows nothing of. Sir John Hepburn took the
case up something gravely, and drinking a glass of
Leipsic beer to the captain, said, Come, captain,
don't press these gentlemen; the king desires no
man's service but what is purely volunteer. So we
entered into other discourse, and the colonel per-
ceiving by my talk that I had seen Tilly's army,
was mighty curious in his questions, and seeming
very well satisfied with the account I gave him.
The next day the army having passed the Elbe